


SUBOTICA, 7 MAY: REGIONAL 
COOPERATION AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

Due to its specific location close to the borders 
with Hungary and Romania as well as its 
long history of multi-ethnic, multi-cultural co-
habitation, Subotica was chosen as the other 
city to celebrate a regional Europe Day. As the 
region is traditionally considered an economic 
strong force in Serbia, the topic of regional 
cooperation and economic development was 
chosen for the conference which was central 
to the celebrations of the day.
 

Opening of EU info stands 

Upon arrival, on the main square of Subotica, 
Ambassador Degert, the Mayor of Subotica 
Saša Vučinić and the consuls of the embas-
sies of Croatia and Hungary opened colourful 
information stands of a local NGO supporting 
youth and democratic development. The 
stands offered visitors the possibility to get 
information brochures about the EU, provided 
both by the EU Delegation as well as other 
EU Member States. Ambassador Degert was 
able to talk to the young people of Subotica, 
noticing how the city promoted the values 
of internationalism and a multicultural and 
multiethnic society, the very values of the 
European Union.

Conference “regional cooperation 
and economic development” 

Under the auspices of the EU Delegation, 
the conference “Regional Cooperation and 
Economic Development” was then held in the 
Council Chamber at Subotica Town Hall. Am-
bassador Vincent Degert, Srđan Majstorović 
from the European Integration Office of Serbia, 
representatives from regional investors as well 
as the chamber of commerce spoke at the 
conference. They exchanged their views with 
the audience - composed of regional business 
community, municipalities and NGOs - on the 
importance of regional cooperation and trade 
as well as the challenges resulting from the 
economic crisis. A special EU folder pack was 
prepared for the conference participants con-
taining, amongst other brochures, the Serbia 
2009 Progress Report handbook in English 
and photocopy of the Interim Trade Agreement 
without annexes. 

Visits to EU funded projects 

Considering that 10 million Euros from the EU 
funds had been invested in Subotica since 
2000, in the afternoon of that day the delega-
tion had the pleasure to visit two successful 
EU projects in the city: a waste water treatment 
project and cross-border cooperation project 
at the local zoo which is helping to improve 
children's' relationship with nature and animals. 

3. Europe day celebrations 
in Belgrade 

THURSDAY 6 MAY: ANNOUNCE-
MENT EUROPE DAY CELEBRATION 
IN BELGRADE 

A press conference in the Belgrade Media 
Centre was held on the 6th of May to 
announce the central Europe day event would 
take place in Kalemegdan fortress, Belgrade, 
on 9 May.  
Head of Delegation of the EU to Serbia 
Ambassador Vincent Degert, Director of the 
Serbian European Integration Office Milica 
Delević and Head of the City Council Željko 
Ožegović addressed the journalists. Ambas-
sador Degert announced the interesting 
programme and stressed the symbolism of 
this year's celebrations, 60 years after the 
announcement of the Declaration of the foun-
dations of Europe by then-French Minister 
Robert Schuman.   

SUNDAY, 9 MAY: CENTRAL EUROPE 
DAY IN BELGRADE - EUROPARK 

Europe Day Belgrade was jointly organised by 
the Delegation of the European Union to Serbia, 
the Serbian European Integration Office, and the 
City of Belgrade.

The celebrations were attended by most 
Member States represented in Serbia, Serbia's 
EU Integration Office Director, Mrs Delevic, and 
6 ministers. This year a different location was 
chosen for the celebrations, namely the park of 
the Kalemegdan fortress, a change which was 
positively perceived.

Information stands on EU and its 
member states 

Europark was opened in Kalamegdan, where 
the embassies of the EU Member States 
presented their countries to the visitors –dis-
tributing promotional material and showing 
promotional films. Quizzes on Europe were 
organised where the best contestants got 
awards such as tickets to the Belgrade Zoo 
or EU branded materials. Visitors could find 
out more about studying and professional 
development in the EU countries, student 
exchange programmes, youth summer 
camps, volunteering, tourist destinations and 
cultural cooperation between Serbia and EU 
countries. An EU Delegation promo stand with 
all previously mentioned EU brochures/flyers 
in Serbian was also present. 
  



Entertaining and informing Serbia's 
young ones 

The youngest ones were entertained by 
magicians and other professional entertainers. 
Children were able to play different games 
such as a quizz on European geography. 
One of Europark's highlights included mini 
"European Championships" tournaments in 
basketball and volleyball. Around 600 12-13 
year old boys and girls from 28 schools across 
Serbia took part. Each school represented one 
EU Member State, the 28th team representing 
the host country Serbia. 

At the beginning of the tournaments, the 
President of the Association for School Sports 
and Olympic Education of Serbia Željko 
Tanasković presented ambassador Degert 
with a plaque marking three years of close 
co-operation. This cooperation started in 2008 

with the Delegation's support for the School 
Olympics in which every olympic year over 
30,000 elementary and high school students 
compete in 17 olympic sports. 
Reflecting the Year of Fight against Poverty 
and Social Exclusion, Europark offered charity 
sales of paintings by children from Svratište 
– a Belgrade day care centre for homeless 
children – as well as a sales exhibition of 
sketches by children with special needs. In 
addition, visitors were able to see a film at a 
special hologram trailer made for the Drug 
Rehabilitation Programme.

Music and dance 

In the plateau in front of the Art Pavillion 
Cvijeta Zuzorić, visitors were entertained by a 
Hungarian band, a dance group, performers 
from Slovakia and Cyprus, a sextet of young 
musicians with disabilities, the orchestra of 
the Ministry of the Interior, the Serbian Military 
Symphonic Orchestra Stanislav Binički and a 
string quartet Intermezzo. 

Sealing the deal on the EU informa-
tion centre 

As a part of Europe Day celebrations, the 
member of the City Council Željko Ožegović 
and Ambassador Degert signed the memoran-
dum of understanding on setting up an EU 
Information Centre in Belgrade’s Youth Centre 
(Dom omladine), which should become opera-
tional in the autumn. The aim of the Info Point 
is to serve as the public access to the EU, to 
inform citizens about the EU and bring the EU 
values closer to them. 

Celebrating in the rain 

A heavy rainstorm unfortunately brought the 
happy celebrations to an end some 1.5 hours 
earlier than planned. The ambitious “European 
Championships” in basketball and volleyball 

were the biggest victim of the spring downpour 
and had to be postponed. The games 
continued during the following week in two 
elementary schools in Belgrade, which kindly 
offered their sports facilities for the completion 
of the competitions. In basketball, the boys' 
team representing Poland (Rade Drainac 
School from the Belgrade suburb of Borča), 
won the cup against Bulgaria's representatives 
(Belgrade school "Miloš Crnjaski") after a tight 
13-11 victory. 

The winner of the European Champions in 
volleyball is the girls' team representing the 
Czech Republic (Borislav Pekić school from 
New Belgrade) who after three set-match 
draws won 28-26 over Latvia (Ivan Milutinović 
school from the Belgrade suburb Višnjica). 



MONDAY, 10 MAY: OFFICIAL 
RECEPTION OF THE EUROPE DAY 

Traditionally, the Delegation of the European 
Union to Serbia also marked the Day of Europe 
by hosting a reception in the Belgrade City Hall. 
The reception was attended by around 500 
guests including the highest state officials such 
as President Tadić, 8 Ministers, state secretar-
ies and Members of Parliament. Ambassadors 
of Russia, Japan, Korea, Australia, India, Brazil 
and numerous representatives of international 
organisations such as the UN, OSCE and CoE 
honoured us with their presence. Finally repre-
sentatives from across the Serbian society 
such as business sector, universities, religious 
dignitaries, non-government organisations and 
the media attended as well. 

4. Partners in the organisa-
tion of the Europe Week  

Europe Day, both the central event in Belgrade 
and the two regional events in Nis and 
Subotica entailed significant co-ordination 
between dozens of organisations, local 
authorities, media, civil society, sports organi-
sations, schools, etc. 

The overall executive tasks for the events in 
Nis and Subotica were in the hands of 
Ekonom:east Media Group whereas those in 
Belgrade were organised by Kreativa New 
Formula, the Delegation's implementing 
partner for promotional activities.  

Serbian government ministers turned out 
in significant number to offer support to the 
celebration and with interest toured the stands 
and the sports tournament.



PARTNERS IN NIŠ 

- City and Mayor of Niš  http://www.ni.rs/ who were our host throughout the day 

- European Movement http://www.epus.org provided an exhibition of photos from young students from Niš who travelled to Europe with interail. The exhibition was displayed during a cocktail lunch at the town hall

- Niš University http://www.ni.ac.rs who hosted and co-organised the conference

- Niš Media Centre http://www.mcnis.org.rs and Europe House http://www.europeanhouses.org who provided volunteers and information stands both at the University and in from of Europe House in downtown Niš.

- Niš Blood centre http://www.transfuzijanis.rs who gave an interesting guided tour and provided information both to the visitors and the media.

PARTNERS IN SUBOTICA

- City http://www.subotica.rs and Mayor of Subotica http://www.subotica.rs/sr/4/kabinet-gradonacelnika who were host throughout the day and hosted the conference in the town hall

- NGO Local Agency for Democracy http://www.lda-subotica.org who provided volunteers and information stands in from of the Subotica town hall

- Water waste treatment plant of Subotica http://www.vodovodsu.rs/index.php/delatnosti/preciscavanje who gave an informative guided tour to the visitors and the media

- Colleagues from the Serbia IPA Cross-border Co-operation Programme http://www.evropa.gov.rs/CBC/PublicSite/NP_Default.aspx and the Palić Zoo http://www.zoopalic.co.rs who organized a fantastic visit to the EU funded 
cross-border project at the zoo.

PARTNERS IN BELGRADE

- Kreativa New Formula http://www.knf.rs  – responsible for overall coordination of  Europe Day celebration in Belgrade.

- Association for School Sports and Olympic Education of Serbia http://www.skolskisportsrbije.org.rs was responsible for coordination and management of the two sports tournaments;

- The European Integration Office of the Government of Serbia http://www.seio.gov.rs supported co-ordination with the Ministries of Defence http://www.mod.gov.rs and Interior http://www.mup.gov.rs  whose orchestras were the 
central musical event of the celebration. The Office was also in charge of involvement of several non-governmental organisations in the event.

- The City of Belgrade's BELEF agency http://www.beograd.rs was instrumental in ensuring that all legal obligations for the organisation were met and all licences secured.

- National Youth Councils http://www.kancelarijazamlade.rs provided numerous volunteers that helped man the stands and help with the organisation of the sports tournaments by taking care of the children participating

- The Emergency Medical Service http://www.beograd94.rs and "Stari Grad" Health Centre http://dzstarigrad.org/dom-zdravlja provided necessary medical crews for public events

- Red Cross Organisation of Serbia http://www.redcross.org.rs, in partnership with several non-governmental organisations ensured attractive and interesting games for young children at the Fortress, brought magicians and 
other entertainers and provided symbolic prizes for competitions for children and their parents.

- Delta Maxi supermarket http://www.maxi.rs chain – like in 2009 - donated 700 refreshment packages for all participants of the sports tournaments.

- The Orthodox Celts rock 'n' roll band http://www.orthodoxcelts.com  helped to prepare a band comprised of youth with disabilities "Dečije srce" for their performance at the central stage

- The Social Innovation Fund http://www.sif.minrzs.gov.rs – an EU funded project – co-ordinate the charity sales exhibition of arts and crafts of beneficiaries from day care centres for youth with disabilities.

- Euro Health Group http://low.ehg.dk, an international consultancy implementing the Serbian National Strategy for prevention of drug abuse displayed its high-tech trailer with an interactive hologram showing the threats of various 
psychoactive substances.

- The main city television station Studio B http://www.studiob.rs covered the events of 9th May live as of 8am with at least two live tunings every hour into its news and regular morning and lunchtime magazine programmes.
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