European PROGRES – In brief  

Background 

European PROGRES is a development Programme funded by the European Union and the Governments of Switzerland and Serbia, designed to assist 34 local self governments in the South East and South West Serbia. With the strategic guidance of the European Integration Office of the Government of the Republic of Serbia (SEIO), the Programme aims to contribute to the sustainable development of underdeveloped areas, strengthening local governance, creating friendly environment for development of infrastructure and businesses, and enhancing implementation of social inclusion and employment policies. The Programme, which will last for three and a half years, is implemented by the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS).  

Budget

The overall starting Programme budget is estimated at 24.6 million Euros – European Union provides 19.6 million Euros, the Government of Switzerland 4.86 million Euros, while the Government of Serbia, through line ministries and municipalities will provide the co-funding in accordance with the IPA rules.  Seven million Euros from the overall budget provided by the European Union is devoted for the priority infrastructure projects which will be implemented directly through the Ministry of Finance Central Contract and Financing Unit (CFCU).  

Sectors

Through four sectors, the Programme contributes to the sustainable development of underdeveloped areas, creates more favourable environment for business and infrastructure growth and enables equal employment opportunities for all citizens:

Sector 1 - Governance 

The Programme assists local governments to strengthen their planning and management capacities, to more efficiently use resources, and increase transparency and accountability. Support will be provided to citizens from marginalised and vulnerable groups to realize their rights and improve their lives, while forming a more positive environment that can result in reduced migration. The Programme contributes to creation of new jobs and ensures that both men and women have equal employment opportunities. 

Sector 2 - Competitiveness 

The Programme supports local self governments to speed up issuing of construction permits, enhance budget programming, improve tax collection and establish partnership with private sector. Support will be provided to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and agricultural producers to enhance their cooperation and introduce new standards, knowledge and technologies.  

Sector 3 - Infrastructure

The CFCU, which is the main authority responsible for financing, contracting, execution of payments and supervision of EU programmes and projects implementation in Serbia, will benefit from the direct technical support of the Programme in realisation of priority local and regional infrastructure projects. Furthermore, support will be given to municipalities to prepare necessary planning and technical documentation, which is a precondition for strategic infrastructure development. 

Sector 4 - Communication 

The Programme communicates socio-economic benefits and effects of the European integration and helps citizens to better understand the specifics of the process.  

Municipalities
· South West Serbia: Novi Pazar, Ivanjica, Nova Varoš, Priboj, Prijepolje, Raška, Sjenica and Tutin 

· South East Serbia: Prokuplje, Blace, Žitorađa, Kuršumlija, Leskovac, Bojnik, Vlasotince, Lebane, Medveđa, Crna Trava, Vranje, Bosilegrad, Bujanovac, Vladičin Han, Preševo, Surdulica, Trgovište, Brus, Aleksinac, Gadžin Han, Doljevac, Merošina, Svrljig, Babušnica, Bela Palanka and Knjaževac 
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