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        ЕВРОПСКА УНИЈА

SIGNING OF THE IPA 2013 FINANCIAL AGREEMENT AND TRANSFER MANAGEMENT OF IPA FUNDS TO THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
Belgrade, 6 June 2014
Jadranka Joksimović Minister without portfolio in charge with European integration and Jean Eric Paquet Director of the Directorate for Enlargement of the European Commission, signed today the Financial Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Serbia and the European Commission for the 2013 National Programme for the Republic of Serbia. Total allocation amounts EUR197,2 million, available to Serbia as the first IPA 2013 component. These grants will be used for projects aimed to help Serbia implement the reforms within the key sectors, necessary for the future EU membership: rule of law, public administration reform, socio-economic development, environmental protection, agriculture, etc. These reforms will directly benefit Serbian citizens.
The total amount of grants for the first IPA 2013 component is EUR197,2 million, out of which EUR145,6 million will be under management of the Government of the Republic of Serbia, EUR33,1 million under management of the EU Delegation to the Republic of Serbia, and approximately EUR18 million aimed at developing Civil Society Organisations' activities, financing solutions to housing issues of refugees, supporting science, research and education. Together with today's agreement, the EU pre-accession assistance to Serbia amounts to EUR2,6 billion since the  year 2001.
In addition, the European Union has recently allocated an additional EUR30 million from IPA funds, aimed at flood-relief efforts.
This agreement marks the adoption of a part of the National Programme, which will be implemented independently by relevant institutions of the Republic of Serbia through the system of decentralised management. IPA 2013 National Programme represents a milestone and a special kind of challenge, given that, after years of preparations the European Union has transferred management competences to the Serbian administration, which will be applied for the first time during the implementation of this programme.
Sectoral IPA 2013-funded programmes and projects are grouped into nine sectors:
Public administration reform sector – around 6% of the National Programme funds (EUR11,3 million from IPA funds) aimed to support central and local government level regarding the public finance management improvement, especially when it comes to areas of public internal financial control, public procurement, functioning of the treasury system, modernisation of customs administration, and national border management;
Justice sector is allocated around 5% of the total IPA 2013 funds (EUR9,72 million), aimed at strengthening the judicial institutions, such as High Judicial Council, State Prosecution Council, and Judicial Academy, as well as improving the prison system, human rights protection, and implementing anti-discrimination policies;
Home affairs sector is allocated with around 4% of the IPA 2013 funds (EUR7,8 million), aimed at enforcing the regulations concerning investigation and criminal prosecution in fighting against organised crime; this includes  the modernisation of laboratories, as well as a more efficient implementation of asylum policy, and legal aid provision to forced migrants (internally displaced, refugees, and returnees under readmission agreements). 
Within a special intersectoral project worth EUR5,5 million, the assistance is intended to support the implementation of the National anti-corruption strategy and its pertaining Action Plan, aimed to strengthen the national prevention and anti-corruption mechanisms;
Private sector development is allocated with almost 18% of the total IPA 2013 funds (EUR32,2 million) aimed to support the reduction of legal and administrative obstacles for doing business in Serbia, enhance the national infrastructure quality system, as well as to improve research, development and technology transfer systems. Within this sector, an additional project is envisioned – European PROGRES, which aims to support the sustainable socio-economic development of 34 under-developed local governments in South East and South West Serbia;
9% of the IPA 2013  funds (EUR16,1 million) are earmarked to support the sector of transport and further harmonisation with the EU acquis, but also to improve the navigation conditions on the Danube River as a Pan-European Corridor VII, in line with the Danube Commission standards;

Around 7% of total IPA 2013 funds (EUR12,65 million) are intended for the environmental protection and climate change priorities: introduction of mechanisms for monitoring and reporting the emissions of greenhouse gases, improvement of the waste management systems, and construction of waste water treatment plant in the Municipality of Raška;
Energy sector is allocated with 14% of the IPA 2013 funds (EUR25,4 million) aimed to support the criteria fulfilment concerning Treaty Establishing Energy Community, but a significant part of these funds is aimed to improve the safety and diversification of gas supply, through the construction of a new energy facility in Serbia – two-way high-pressure magisterial gas pipeline, connecting Serbian and Bulgarian gas systems.
Around 13% of IPA 2013 funds (EUR23,6 million) are available to social development sector, earmarked for the inclusion of persons with disabilities into labour market, and undertaking educational and social protection measures aimed to include and reintegrate the marginalised and vulnerable; for poverty reduction, with a focus on those young people who are in need of social protection and a more appropriate treatment when facing justice system, but also for the implementation of the Strategy for Improvement of the Status of Roma, by enhancing their life and housing conditions, and providing them with improved health care services;
Around EUR3,23 million is allocated to the sector of agriculture and rural development aimed to modernise the agricultural sector, improve the quality of agricultural products, as well as systems of food safety and disease control;
The rest of the National Programme (EUR31,3 million from IPA 2013 funds) includes several intersectoral projects which will provide assistance to a number of institutions, co-finance the “entry” tickets, so that Serbia is able to participate in EU programmes in the areas of education, health, science (Seventh Framework Programme), culture, entrepreneurship and innovations, prepare infrastructure projects for the period 2014-2020, as well as to finance short-term needs, particularly in terms of EU accession negotiations, and support the implementation of priorities, in line with Belgrade-Pristina dialogue.
IPA funds and Financial Agreement contact persons::
Milica Marković Tomić, European integration office of the Government of the Republic of Serbia +381 11 3061 151, 064/82 36 247, mtomic@seio.gov.rs  
Nadežda Dramićanin, The EU Delegation to the Republic of Serbia,  +381113083264, nadezda.dramicanin@eeac.europa.eu 
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