High Education Teaching Infrastructure Project - EU HETIP

· Implementation period: September 2012 - December 2014

· IPA budget line: 30 million EUR

· Beneficiary institution: Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development

· Target groups: 27 Serbian higher education institutions in: Belgrade, Novi Sad, Kragujevac, Niš, Kraljevo, Novi Pazar, Bor, Vrnjačka banja, Čačak, and Leskovac (University professors and students, academic public, researchers and scientists)
· For more information: www.hetip.rs 

The overall objective of the project is to support the development of a knowledge-based economy in Serbia that responds to future labour market demands in line with the Lisbon Strategy. The Project funds the renewal of laboratories, research cabinets, study rooms and communal facilities for some of 27 Serbian public faculties in: Belgrade, Novi Sad, Kragujevac, Niš, Kraljevo, Novi Pazar, Bor, Vrnjačka banja, Čačak, and Leskovac.

The purpose of the project is assistance in rehabilitation of some of 27 high education institutions in Serbia, at five public Universities and delivery of sophisticated and state of the art teaching equipment to all 27 faculties. This will assist Serbian students and professors to improve the overall knowledge-share system and to make future academic citizens better prepared for the challenges of a national and European labour market. The project purpose is also to enhance capacities of the Ministry’s Project Implementation Unit, a key partner for the development of scientific infrastructure.

The project provides standard teaching equipment as well as specific scientist equipment and modern ICT equipment. Modern, multi-purpose teaching equipment will improve the practical skills and competences of the Serbian students’ and will also help the Ministry to improve scientific and technical innovation and research which in turn will impact on economic prosperity. The project thus is assisting Serbia in growing the potential of universities to play a central role in raising the level of employment and wealth creation. University students in Serbia as well as the teaching staff started benefiting from the EU-funded HETIP project from the academic year 2013 which is when they started using renovated spaces. 

EU HETIP helps the Ministry to implement the project’s overall goal, identified earlier as a need for further, well-directed, investment in the high-education sector (including equipment and teaching facilities) with a view to promoting:

•  modern, multi-purpose teaching environments (leading to the development of high-education student competence in a broad range of areas)

•  the functions of universities in providing direct benefits for economic growth 

•  the direct relationship between university level applied research and economic prosperity through scientific and technical innovation and

• potential of universities to play a central role as dynamos of growth in the innovation process and generators of employment and wealth creation.

University of Belgrade – Captain Misa’s Palace (Rectorate)
The Rectorate building of the University of Belgrade, the famous Captain Misa's Mansion is precisely 150 years old. From 1863 when it was built, until the early 20th century it was the tallest building in Belgrade. From the glass dome on the roof of the building, a guard watched the city and with a trumpet informed fire-fighters of fire – up until 1919 when the use of telephones rescinded the need for a guard's horn.

The building was built according to the designs of Czech architect Jan Nevola, and following the wishes of the owner, Captain Misa Anastasijevic – it was given to the "homeland to serve education." It was one of the first buildings in Serbia to be given the status of cultural heritage of great importance. The Rectorate of the University of Belgrade is housed in half of the building, while in the other there are two faculty departments.

The façade of Captain Misa’s Mansion was built with numerous gothic and historical elements, and the building has a total of 170 windows. On either side of the main entrance of the building at the first floor level are statues of "Apollo with a lyre" and "Minerva with spear and shield." Reconstruction of the facade of the building, for which the European Union (EU) has allocated 600,000 EUR, was finished in autumn of 2013.

The reparation to the roof of the Rectorate Building of the University of Belgrade and the construction of the classroom in the former attic space are in the final building phase. By September this year, in a space covering 400m2 a modern classroom will be built which will be used to hold seminars and presentations, as well as a separate space for storing state-of-the-art multimedia equipment.

A contemporary panoramic elevator will serve to access the future multimedia classroom. The full completion of building work and uninterrupted use of the elevator and new attic space in Captain Misa's Mansion is planned for September 2014.

The façade of Captain Misa’s Mansion was built with numerous gothic and historical elements, and the building has a total of 170 windows. On either side of the main entrance of the building at the first floor level are statues of "Apollo with a lyre" and "Minerva with spear and shield." Reconstruction of the facade of the building, for which the European Union allocated 600.000, was finished in autumn 2013.

From 2000 until today, the EU has invested some 64 million EUR in the education sector in Serbia.
