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     ЕВРОПСКА УНИЈА

DECENTRELISED MANAGEMENT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION PRE-ACCESSION ASSISTANCE FUNDS
Decentralised management represents one of the ways of managing the EU funds, which implies that the established and accredited bodies take the competences regarding programming, negotiation,  implementation, payment, as well as monitoring and evaluation of annual national programmes that European Commission, i.e. EU Delegation, has previously adopted.
By adopting the Ratification Law on Framework agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the European Commission on rules regarding European Union financial assistance to Serbia within the assistance implementation in line with the IPA rules (“Official Journal of RS” – International Treaties, No. 124/07), the Republic of Serbia obliged to establish a decentralised management system, in order to manage the European Union pre-accession assistance funds under the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA).
Decentralised management does not occur until the EU criteria defined in the relevant EU regulations is fulfilled, criteria whose aim is to provide a responsible and transparent financial management of the funds allocated to Serbia by European Commission. 
In order to obtain accreditation and establish a decentralised management system, Serbia had to submit a request for competence transfer, along with accreditation package, but not before it had appointed the persons responsible and established relevant bodies, defined by the Framework Agreement. This request is a set of documents, intended to confirm that the relevant bodies and persons, in charge with EU pre-accession assistance management, have met the necessary requirements for an independent EU pre-accession assistance management.
Given that the transfer of independent management competences is directly linked to obtaining the EU candidate country status, Serbia submitted the aforementioned request in June 2012, followed by numerous visits of Commission's auditors, aimed to test and confirm the requirements fulfilment, and validate the documentation submitted together with Request for independent management of EU pre-accession assistance competence transfer.

By adopting the Decision S(2014) 1722 of 20 March 2014 on transfer of IPA component I management rights – Transition assistance and IPA institutions establishment – to the Republic of Serbia, and the Decision S(2014) 1777 of 21 March 2014 on transfer of IPA component II management rights  - Cross border cooperation programmes under the IPA – to the Republic of Serbia, the European Commission has also transferred the programme management rights and obligations under I and II IPA components to relevant accredited persons and bodies in the Republic of Serbia.

Minister without portfolio in charge with European integration (as a national IPA coordinator, provided with expertise and technical support of the European integration office) bears overall responsibility within the system of accredited management of EU pre-accession assistance to Serbia, regarding planning coordination, programming, monitoring and evaluation of IPA-funded projects and programmes. Minister of Finance, as a national accreditation officer, is responsible for the proposal of national authorising officer, i.e. state secretary of the Ministry of Finance, authorised to establish management and control systems concerning both horizontal structures (in charge with projects/programmes arrangement and implementation, payment and financial management), and public administration bodies, beneficiaries of the EU pre-accession assistance funds.
Contact person - Ministry of Finance:
Milovan Filimonović, Assistant Minister, milovan.filimonovic@mfin.gov.rs 
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