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EU Prize for Literature: a unique award that celebrates talent and diversity
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Frankfurt, 8 October 2014

I am honoured and delighted to be here with you today to announce the winners of the 2014 European Union Prize for Literature. 

I would like to thank the Frankfurt Book Fair for their hospitality and for helping to give the EUPL the stage it deserves at the world's largest gathering for the publishing industry. The Prize is organised with the support of the European Booksellers' Federation, the European Writers' Council and the Federation of European Publishers. I thank them all for their excellent cooperation and support. 
Before announcing the winners, allow me to briefly explain why the EUPL matters and what the European Union is doing to support the book sector. 

The European Union Prize for Literature is a unique Prize – aimed at drawing attention to new and emerging authors from all over Europe, and helping them to reach new readers outside their home country. In so doing, the EUPL celebrates and promotes diversity. Literature is fundamental to our personal and cultural identity. Literature can touch us, but it can also entertain, teach and challenge us. 

As an avid reader myself, I am delighted that Europe's rich and diverse fiction is being made more accessible to a wider audience in this way. Encouraging the reading of books also contributes to improving literacy – an issue especially close to my heart and which inspired my 'Europe Loves Reading' campaign.

Since its launch by the European Commission in 2009, the EUPL has been awarded to 72 remarkable authors from all 37 participating European countries. Every year, national juries in a third of these countries nominate a winning author and, every year, the combined selection covers a mix of big and small countries, different languages and literary traditions. 

I am delighted that the Prize is becoming better known as more countries join the competition. This is great news and can only further our goal to highlight Europe’s contemporary literature, help cross-border sales and foster greater interest in the translation, publishing, selling and reading of foreign literary works. 

The Prize is not the only way that the EU is actively supporting jobs and growth in the book sector. Every year the EU provides millions of euro in funding for projects involving the sector. This includes literary translation from and into more than 35 European languages; this is key to the wider circulation of books in a European Union with 24 official languages, 60 regional and minority languages and 3 alphabets. 

In this first year of our new Creative Europe programme, we have increased the budget for literary translation to some 3.6 million euros, the highest amount so far. In total, over the next seven years, we expect that Creative Europe will support the translation and promotion of 4,500 books. 

Our new programme will also support the cultural and creative sectors more broadly. Creative Europe aims to help up to 300,000 artists and cultural professionals to operate across borders and around 8,000 cultural organisations, including in the book sector, will benefit from funding for cross-border cooperation projects.

So now the moment you have been waiting for: I will present the names of the winning authors and their books in the alphabetical order of this year's 13 participating countries. Some of the titles are challenging for a non-native speaker, so I hope no one minds if I use the English translation! 

It is my great honour and pleasure to announce that the winners of the 2014 European Union Prize for Literature are:

· From Albania

Ben Blushi - Othello, Arap of Vlora 

· From Bulgaria

Milen Ruskov - Summit
· From the Czech Republic

Jan Němec - A History of Light
· From Greece

Makis Tsitas - God Is My Witness  (Μάρτυς μου ο Θεός

· From Iceland

Oddný Eir - Land of Love, Plan of Ruins
· From Latvia

Janis Jonevs - Jelgava '94
· From Liechtenstein

Armin Öhri - The Dark Muse 

· From Malta

Pierre J. Mejlak - What the Night Lets You Say 
· From Montenegro

Ognjen Spahić - Head Full of Joy 

· From the Netherlands

Marente de Moor - The Dutch Maiden
· From Serbia

Uglješa Šajtinac - Quite Modest Gifts
· From Turkey

Birgül Oğuz – Aha
· From the United Kingdom

Evie Wyld - All the Birds, Singing 

I am delighted that six of our prize winners are present today: - Ben Blushi, Janis Jonevs, Armin Öhri, Pierre J. Mejlak, Marente de Moor and Ugljesa Sajtinac 

You will have a chance to meet all the winning authors at the award ceremony in Brussels on 18 November, to which I invite you all.  

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the Anthology for the European Union Prize for Literature. It is published annually with profiles of the authors and excerpts from their winning books, both in the original language and in English or French translation. Please help yourself to a copy for a taste of their wonderful writing! Thank you.
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